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WORD OF MOUTH IS PERRIER’S BEST ADVERTISEMENT

By Lynne Wells

ike Perrier knows the value of word of

miouth .||.i'.-'|.'|1jﬁ.-i|l.p He bailt his business

on the recommendations of happy clients

Fermer's Conerete Homes has FIOWT 'il_{"':hhh.' VT

the past five years, building ICF homes in and
around Halifax, Nova Scotia,

Perrier is |l.|'|.||||.i of his business, which

ploys three full-time workers who are all deal

ier himesell communicates with o mix of verbal
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"We're very comlonable working with coch other,
which we wanldn't be if we were working elsewhers,”

Perrier save, "Communication would be difficul.”

ls I|I.H: i !I:I'I'\lh!l'lll whien '.'-'|r|l.|1'|_t with ELis-
ton ers and other contractors? "Not at all,” Perrier

says. “We establish solid relationships with our sup
pliers, customers and other comtrictors on a job
site, I'm very Tussy, [ like 1o say that hearing people
hiove golden mouths, but we have golden hands and
thust 15 what satisfies customers.”

Crver the past five yoars, Perrier has built more
tham 50 residential homes using the Integra-Spec 1C1
system. “lt's o il"ld bowck-in svslim with ||I:?|' Woisle,
he savs, “Chher systems are good too, but U'm moe
Spec. | find it very versatile
Prior to starting his Perrier
worked as an - aluminom window and door techni
ctan and then taoght construction at Nova Scotia’s
School for the Deal in Amherst, which 5 now

confident using Integra

OwWn l_lI|'|||I.|r'|'|._

Perrier's Concrete Homes

Specializing In concrete
homes, Integra Spec
Blocks, I.C.F.

CELL: 830-8832 HOME: 435-0222

11A Memorial Drive, Dartmouth NS B2W 3N9 » mike_perrier@hotmail.com
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closed. He alwiys had an interest in energy-saving
construction technigues and built his own home
using Integra-Spec. He was so pleased with the
results he I|'.|-I|!_‘:1|I others would want their homes
Fsuadlt thiat way oo, so he launched the bosiness. B
he was nervous,

1 was .||r.|H| L0 el poing due Lo my o |'i_1II||,.|
tion,” Perrier says, "My deafness had hold me back
bt 1 dliseovered thae vou can always lesm, no mat-
{4 § |'III'||| IFIII ViR are, IIIII lll{'ll' are Ilf_l!‘lﬁll,' \.'.||I,|‘ 1TY
'|'||IF'||:\_'||I| I'.I'II'

Thines have worked out very well. 1 was hunt
ing for work, bt now they humt for me,” he suys

Unlike wood-Frame irpentry Perrier says 1C1
is not for do--yoursellers. “You need o o of knowl-
edpe 1o get the Tull henefits of an ICF home,’
Perrier says. “The concrele mix is very specilic

MM psi, 67 shump. no vibeator) and the lorms
musi be constructed properly. All the concrete sup-
pliers know me and whom we use as o concrete
supplier can depend on location, but we like work
ing with Sackville Ready Moo They're very gomd 10
us and take our deafness into account on the job
W

course we can't hear it

site, They're very carelul with the pump, hecause of

Perrier and his crew work as sub-contractors
in the residential building marker, much like
i"]'”rl:l!:ll.'r“ |||'|l,! 1"!'.'\ LR<ians

"Ohur work is very ':|N."l.'i|-iL and s crucial 1o the
fimished product. We meet exiensively with the gen
eral contractor, other sub-contrad tors and the
E'l':-'llh.'lr'-'-llL'h Lo !i].JL:I.' sUrE wWeve Ol every 1|1'!~|_5'.'“
requirement, every need included in our design,”

Demand is on the rise for ICF homes. Perner
amil his crew have worbed through the winter for
the past twa vears, Perrier s cautious about his
|_'I.Tm-.'|_|p II-|;|]1_K foar hus COMIPELTY. "1 den’t want 1o gel so
|a:;._' that we don't enjoy what we do,” he savs. But

they do enjoy challenges

Mike Perrier, Perrier’s Concrete Homes, Dartmouth,
M.A. is one of few residential contractars in Atlantic

Canada who bullds exclusively with insulating concrete
forms (1CF). Mike and his all-deaf erew have become
specialized with the IntegraSpec® LCF wall system over
the past five years, raising the building envelope only,
This beautiful single-storcy hame, built last summer,
overlooks Lake Banook in Darvmouth.

“You can do any shape around windows and
doors with ICF and we like to work on complicated
designs,” Perrier suys

Perrier is working ona 7,200 sq.lt. ICF home
in Darumouth right now that will house o swimming
ol on the second [oar

We've nover done that before and we really
enjov working out the desipn specifications,” he
says. “There's nothing we can't do.

I!Lll.li.“\':' f': l"rrl*"'l' .i:“1 I||"¢ l‘lllll'.ir'ﬁ..‘i '\L““\_ [ 558 "l.!
the Integra-Spec product has skyrocketed in
Atlantic Canada

"We're not the only anes working wath 1CF
Perrier savs. "But we're one of the lew who work
with tha JI'|1|.'j_:r.|. Spec system everyday We'ne pown]
at what we do” .



